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walls are painted in various colours. The houses of the laity are
sumptuous inside and economical outside. The inner rooms and the
central hall vary in their dimensions and there is no room for form
or construction for the tiers or the rows of high rooms, The
doors open to the east and the throne faces the east."1
This appears to have been the description of Buddhist viharas in
general and the Nalanda monastery was apparently one of the most
important of such structures. As it constantly received the benefit of
regal donations from, time to time the original monastery continued
to enlarge until in course of time the Nalanda sanghdmma became a
series of such structures amounting to what may be termed in
modern phraseology, a university. According to Tibetan accounts the
large library of this great monastery was situated in the Dharma-
ganja (Piety Mart) which consisted of three fine buildings named
Ratnasagara, Ratnodadhi and Ratnarafijaka. In the second of these,
which is said to have been nine-storeyed, were housed sacred books
like the PrajfitipdramUfrSutra and Tdhtrik works like Samajaya Q-itya
and others,2 It Is not strange that in such a large edifice,
according to I-Tsing, there were at Ualanda, eight halls, three
hundred apartments and more than three thousand resident monks.8
It has been surmised probably with little justice that, owing to the
intercourse between this monastery and that of Yikramasila, which
was founded by Dharma Pala towards the close of the 8th century/
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the Nalanda safagaharama must have survived approximately till
A, D. 850,B but as the Later Gupta family collapsed almost a century
earlier it is doubtful whether this date will find general acceptance,
3,  Popular Patronage,
When kings were so munificent in their patronage of the
Buddhists, it is only natural that the nobles and common people
should have imitated their rulers. While at Taksasila (Taxila),
Fa Hien noticed that "the kings, ministers and peoples of the
kingdoms around vie with one another in making offerings at them
(topes). The trains of those who come to scatter flowers and light
lamps at them, never cease. "6 For the people in general there was
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